
Baptism is one of the most exciting celebrations that we as Christians get to participate in. It’s a 
picture and celebration that God has moved someone from death to life in Jesus! 

What is Baptism? 
Baptism is an act of obedience to God, a picture of the grace of Jesus who has raised a 
person to new life with Him, and a public declaration that a person is in Christ and His 
church. 

Obedience - Simply put, and reason enough, baptism is an act of obedience to our Savior. 
When commanding the church to make disciples, an act of making disciples is baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To make disciples / be a disciple 
clearly involves the act of baptism. “Go and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey all that I have commanded 
you.” (Matthew 28:19) 

Picture - Baptism is a picture of the grace of God through the saving work of Jesus to 
forgive one’s sins and to raise a person to life in Jesus. The process of baptism tells the 
story of dying to self as Jesus died, being buried as Jesus was, and raised to new life as 
Jesus is. “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried there with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. ….” (Romans 6:3-4) 

Declaration - Baptism was always done in public, with at least one other. It was meant to 
declare publicly that one was a follower of Jesus and united with the Christian church by 
faith in Jesus. “There is one body and one Spirit - just as you were called to he one hope 
that belongs to your call - one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 
is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6) 

Why get baptized?  
To follow Jesus in obedience and to publicly demonstrate the grace of God to save us and 
to declare union within the Christian church. 
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Should I get baptized? 
If you have trusted in Christ alone to save you, to wash away your sin through His death on 
the cross, and to make you a new person in Him through His righteousness and 
resurrection, then you should get baptized if you have not already been baptized.  

*Note, baptism does not save you. Otherwise, it would be a work that we could boast in, 
and thus rob God of His glory. Ephesians 2:8 tells us that we are saved by grace through 
faith, not any work of our own.  

Who can baptize someone else? 
Anyone! The command to make disciples is given to all. Thus, the ongoing action of 
baptizing seems to be given to all as well. Biblically, you don’t see any mandates on who 
can perform baptisms. Best we can tell, the person who was influential in helping lead 
someone to life in Jesus should be involved in the celebration of baptism with them! 

How should baptism happen? 
Our understanding of baptism as found in the Bible, and how we at Austin Life Church, is 
one of believer’s baptism - the baptism of one who has professed personal faith in Jesus 
alone as Lord and Savior. We understand the Bible to teach that baptism should happen: 
1. Publicly - In the presence of at least one other, and the local church is encouraged to 

be represented when possible.  
2. In Water - Baptism has always included water.  
3. In Immersion - the Greek word βαπτίζω (to baptize) literally translates “to dip in or 

under”. The model of Jesus and the early church was of immersion. Therefore, the best 
expression we believe is through immersion under the water. (Mark 1:5, John 3:23, Acts 
8:36-38) 

What if I was baptized as an infant? 
There are two reasons people practice infant baptism. 

The first form of infant baptism is done in order to save a baby/child, or earn good favor for 
future salvation. This is in direct opposition to the gospel of Jesus. According to the Bible, 
salvation and right standing with God is earned and accomplished solely by the work of 
Jesus, and nothing on our part. Ephesians 2:8-9 clearly states that we are saved by grace 
through faith, and not of any works on our own part. An infant baptism meant to earn 
salvation or favor simply contradicts this gospel. We would reject this practice of baptism 
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seeing as how this practice contradicts salvation by grace alone through faith. We would 
strongly encourage a person who has trusted Jesus but was baptized as an infant in this 
form of baptism to be baptized now as a believing follower of Jesus who has been forgiven 
and made alive by faith in Jesus alone. For someone who was baptized according to this 
form and does not agree with being baptized again as a believing follower of Jesus, we 
would not allow membership within Austin Life due to a difference in belief of salvation by 
grace alone through faith, a core belief of Austin Life. 

The second form of infant baptism is done as an act of faith in the Triune God, and as a 
sign of the hopeful salvation to come and of the child’s membership within the covenant 
community. At the time that the child later professes genuine faith in Jesus, there is the 
belief that the baptism which occurred as an infant then takes full effect as a picture of 
God’s saving work through Jesus. For these, there is no belief that the infant baptism saves 
or earns good favor with God. It is a baptism of faith. While we do not interpret the Bible’s 
teaching on baptism this way, or practice this form of baptism as a church, seeing as how 
this interpretation does not contradict the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith, we 
are comfortable leaving the decision of being baptized again as a matter of the heart 
between the person and God, and would also not reject membership within Austin Life for 
someone who has a strong conviction for this practice of baptism.  

I’M READY TO GET BAPTIZED. WHAT ARE MY NEXT STEPS? 
If you’re ready to get baptized, the next step would be to fill out our baptism request form 
online found at austinlifechurch.com/baptism. We will followup with you shortly once 
you turn that in to determine the next steps. If at anytime you have any questions or need 
more information, you can email us at info@austinlifechurch.com.
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